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Over the next six weeks, the NYS Legislature will conduct its final business and on or about June 22nd it will adjourn for the year.  Although the Legislature occasionally returns to conduct one or two day special sessions,  most of the issues that will be addressed this year will wrapped up in June.

Direct Access to Physical Therapy and Prohibition on Physician Employment of Physical Therapists

The legislation authorizing patient direct access to physical therapy (S.3169B/A.5622A) and  prohibiting physicians from employing physical therapists in their offices (A.5622A) may be taken up over the next few weeks.  The status of A.5622A is that it has been approved by the NYS Assembly Higher Education Committee and is awaiting a vote by the full Assembly.  S.3169 is still in the Senate Higher Education Committee.   Last year S.3169 was pulled out of the Senate Higher Education Committee by the Senate Rules Committee and was poised for approval two weeks before the end of session.  NYSSOS is working hard to monitor this bill on a day-to-day basis.  

Expansion of the Scope of Podiatry
Legislation which would expand the scope of practice for podiatrists from “conditions of the foot” to “conditions of the foot and ankle and all soft tissue structures of the leg below the knee governing the function of the foot and ankle” remains in the Assembly and Senate Higher Education Committees.  NYSSOS has circulated a memorandum in Opposition to this legislation to every Member of the Assembly and Senate.  We are on record for opposing this bill in the best interest of patient health.

State Licensure of Persons Practicing Naturopathy

A bill to provide for the licensing of “Naturopathic Physicians” has been introduced in both  the Assembly and Senate (S.1617 and A.5208A).  The bill would license such providers and authorize them to order tests, prescribe medication and  evaluate patients.  The bill has been approved by the Senate Higher Education Committee and is pending review by the Assembly Higher Education Committee.

NYSSOS has issued and Memorandum in Opposition to this bill and is working with the Medial Society of the State of New York and other specialty Societies to coordinate our efforts to defeat this bill.  Based upon discussions at numerous meetings with legislative staff, it is anticipated that this bill will be substantially amended before it advances further.

Repeal of Restrictions on Contingency Fees Awarded to Attorneys in Medical Malpractice Actions

The Senate Judiciary Committee recently approved a bill which would amend the percentage of contingency fees lawyers are statutorily authorized to accept in medical malpractice cases.  Currently attorneys are limited to accepting  the following schedule of percentages in such cases: 

30% of the 1st $250,000 of the sum recovered;

25% of the next $250,000 of the sum recovered;

20% of the next $500,000 of the sum recovered;

15% of the next $250,000 of the sum recovered; and 

10% of any amount over $1,250,000 of the sum recovered.

The new law would authorize attorneys to accept up for a full one-third of awards granted in medical malpractice cases.  

If this legislation is approved by both the Senate and Assembly, it is anticipated that medical liability insurance premiums will substantially increase.

National Orthopaedic Leadership Conference Held in Washington DC May 3-5, 2006

The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons held the annual NOLC Meeting last week in Washington DC.  The focus of the NOLC is highlight and discuss pending federal issues that are important to the practice of Orthopaedic Surgery.  One full-day of the meeting in devoted to lobbying United States Senators and Congressional Representatives.  

New York representatives met with the following offices:  Senator Hillary Clinton, Senator Charles Schumer, Congressman Michael McNulty, Congressman Joseph Crowley, Congresswoman Nita Lowey, Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, Congressman Jim Walsh, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, Congressman John Sweeney and Congressman Gary Ackerman.


The following issues were discussed at each of these meetings:

Medical Liability Reform:  The severity of the impact of the medical liability insurance crisis in New York State and the ways in which this issue is changing the practice of Orthopaedic Surgery.  The need for a federal solution, rather than a state response, was a big component of the discussion.

Fix the Flawed Medicare Formula:  The need to find a permanent solution for the method used by CMS to annually calculate the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) and the importance of fixing this methodology before Pay for Performance measures are tied to payments.

Preservation of Office-Based Imaging Services:  A legislative push in underway in Washington DC by Radiologists to define imaging as under their scope of practice to the exclusion of other physicians.  Orthopaedic Surgeons discussed how we diagnose, monitor and treat patients and emphasized the importance of using imaging services as an integral part of our practices.
NYSSOS would like to thank the following Orthopaedic Surgeons for representing New York at this meeting:  Russell Crider, MD, Daniel Green, MD, David Hootnick, MD, William Levine, MD, Jeffrey Lozman, MD, John Olsewski, MD, Michael L. Parks, MD, Anil Ranawat, MD, Alok Sharan, MD, James E. Striker, MD and Edward Tanner, MD 

For more information about these or other federal issues, please contact Kathryn Pontser, AAOS Washington DC Office @ (202) 546-4430.

PT Opposition Letters Needed from All Orthopaedic Surgeons

Visit NYSSOS’s Legislative Center linked to www.nyssos.org 

Send the Draft Opposition Letter to your NYS Assembly and Senate Representatives 

Letters are needed from Orthopaedic Surgeons voicing your opposition to the Physical Therapy legislation (A.5622A/S.3169B - discussed briefly on page one).  For you convenience, a draft opposition letter has been uploaded to the NYSSOS website at www.nyssos.org.  Also included on that page is a link to find the names of your State Assembly and State Senate Representatives.  

Please take a moment to copy the letter onto your letterhead and fax and mail it to your state representatives.  It is vitally important that all Orthopaedic Surgeons weigh-in in opposition to this legislation.  If we stand together on this issue, we have a chance to defeat the bill.

Thank you for your help!
NYSSOS Resident Presentations/Grand Rounds Project

In 2005 the New York State Society of Orthopedic Surgeons initiated a new program entitled NYSSOS Resident Presentations/Grand Rounds Project. 
The program was structured so that each participating institution could take a turn preparing an interesting and educational orthopedic case.  This is done by each presenting institution nominating one resident to prepare the case and lead the discussion.  Preparing residents receive an honorarium from the New York State Society of Orthopedic Surgeons and presenting institution’s faculty are involved in a constructive discussion and educational session.  

The format for this program is similar to that presented by the New England Journal of Medicine, where the case is first presented by the resident, followed by a short educational session provided by the resident and supplemented by the faculty.  The presentations conclude with an open discussion by the faculty and residents concerning the particular case. 

These presentations have been digitally recorded and are available by clinking on “Grand Rounds” on the NYSSOS home page at www.nyssos.org.   

The NYSSOS Board is very excited and enthusiastic about this program.  Elements of the program have been discussed and presented to the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and it is anticipated that this program will be modeled and demonstrated for other states to bring to their Orthopaedic Resident Programs.
NYSSOS Joins Other State Orthopaedic Societies in Grant to Louisiana Orthopaedic Society

When Hurricane Katrina came through New Orleans, the Louisiana State Orthopaedic Society lost everything.  Documents and information about Orthopaedic Surgeons in that state were destroyed.  

In an effort to assist the Louisiana State Orthopaedic Society get back on its feet, the State Orthopaedic Societies Committee of the Board of Councilors of the AAOS gave a grant to that Society to help it rebuild and invited other state orthopaedic societies to do the same.  The Board of NYSSOS approved a grant in the amount of $1,500.  

Do we have your email address?

In an effort to bring news to you as soon as it develops, NYSSOS would like your email address.  Our request is coupled with a promise that we will never share your email address with anyone.  Email communications will be limited to en electronic version of the Orthopaedic Focus and calls to action when state or federal legislation is poised for action and calls to elected representatives are needed to push for or again a measure.

Please send your email address information to Heather Bennett, NYSSOS Executive Director, at 

bennett@nyssos.org or fax this form to: FAX (518) 439-1400.  You can also send your email in through the NYSSOS website which is located at www.nyssos.org.

Thank you!

Name: ________________________  Email: ________________________________________ 
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